
Charlotte McGeehan and Madeleine Cope report 
on the latest styles and trends found in Melbourne’s 
coffee and arts culture. 

Within Melbourne, the simplistic pleasure of 
getting a takeaway coffee, or sitting down for 
brunch is nothing more than a daily experience. 
To the observer, this cult-like ritual of having a 
coffee is something that is so intrinsic to the 
Melbourne way of life. Visitors from abroad 
have noticed the sanctity of coffee by the 
almost religious description of the roast at 
cafes. With this attention to detail and high 
quality of standard, former Melbournian, Nick 
Stone from ‘Blue Stone’ in New York’s West 
Village, has described the allure of Melbourne 
coffee culture as ‘[A]part of the city fabric and 
DNA”.  

Through this affection for coffee and the ritual it 
embodies, a sub culture of style has emerged 
that is inextricably linked to the Melbourne 
coffee scene. People from all demographics, 
are engaging in this culture – the Melbourne 
coffee experience does not discriminate. Within 
the CBD, we found individuals sitting down or 
on a fleeting coffee run, whilst managing to 
display a strong sense of style. Some were in 
structured business attire; some were donning 
the relaxed Melbourne summer look, 
embracing looser shorts or pants, slides and 
sunglasses while they sipped on their flat 
whites.  

Another Melbourne style trait has emerged 
from our art scene. Which is a growing cultural 
significance. The evident appreciation for art is 
credited to Melbourne’s diversity in galleries 
and exhibitions that are on display. Most 
notable is the National Gallery of Victoria 
(NGV) that connects the broad array of visitors 
to the artwork. Exhibitions such as the current 
one, displaying works of Andy Warhol & Ai 
WeiWei attract a lively and contemporary 
crowd. 
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Although it was easy to identify with the 
individuals of our generation attending, there 
was a diverse range of people who seemed to 
match the energy of the exhibit with their 
clothing. Annabelle Scanlon, in her mid 60’s 
was dressed in loose clothing, reminiscent of a 
Japanese/Melbourne fusion, perfectly 
demonstrating the mix of demographics. She 
felt that “on the weekends and holidays there is 
more of a crowd, so it is a mix [in clothing].”  

Exhibitions such as the Ai/Warhol are exactly 
this. Displayed in the summer holiday period, 
bringing an array of families and tourists. This 
means the balance of style is never tipped, as 
new comers from different parts of the country 
or world have something new to offer. Through 
observing in the foyer of the NGV, there 
seemed to be no distinctive look or trend that 
emerged from the patrons. But maybe, just as 
the work of Ai has no distinctive collectiveness, 
the audience channeled this appreciation of 
chaos by dressing to the mood of the exhibition, 
which has its own Melbourne mark (it is a world 
first – premiered in Melbourne), rather than one 
strong trend. The style derived from the art and 
the individuals viewing the art has become its 
own ‘trend influence’. As Jenise Pinto reflected, 
“yeah like what we are doing, we’re going to the 
NGV for inspiration.” 

Melbourne’s most recognised uniform is its 
identifiable eclectic mix of styles. According to 
each person that we interviewed they all 
believed that either Melbourne didn’t have a 
specific uniform or that Melbourne’s uniform 
simply is that there is an eclectic mix of styles 
within the city and generally these styles are 
predictable of where that person lives. The 
interviewees often referred to different trends 
as ‘Fitzroy’ style or ‘Brunswick’ style (referring 
to different Melbourne suburbs as trends).



When we asked Laura Fowler if she identified 
herself with any style tribes within Melbourne 
she answered with ‘Yes I would say I dress like 
a north- sider’. It is important to note that when 
describing someone’s style by predicting their 
suburb, this was never done in a never done in 
a derogative way; Melbournians seem to 
embrace the diversity in style and culture. Also 
recognised and noticeable amongst the art 
and coffee culture by food writer Matt Holden 
“The ‘Melbourne Café’ takes [its] character 
from the kind of people that hang out in 
them’ (The Age Good Food Guide 2015).  

Isabella enjoyed the noticeable variation in 
trends in Melbourne, she described a lot of the 
visible styles in Melbourne by suburbs. ‘You’ve 
got the indie but well dressed hipsters of 
Fitzroy, you have the slightly more grunge and 
hippie indies of Brunswick, then there is the 
mix of students and city dwellers of Carlton, 
and then we have the well dressed, stylish but 
also fit crowd in South Yarra - I personally 
enjoy the variety and clearly the environment 
and our surroundings has a strong influence 
on our style’. Although some of these trends 
may be ever changing it is very likely that 
Melbourne will continue to embrace these 
iconic styles that emerge from our popular 
suburbs and are showcased throughout the art 
and coffee scene. 

In order to understand the underlying 
psychological reasons that people dressed and 
how this is affected by trends we asked people 
what they wanted to portray with their style. This 
question was answered with emotions such as 
‘confidence, power, comfort’ rather than a 
particular demographic or trend. It isn’t that 
people in Melbourne don’t follow trends but 
rather than seeking out new trends as their 
intended outcome we found most people 
subconsciously would follow them because of 
their social groups and natural surroundings. To 
further analyse how these trends develop we 
asked people where they look to in seek of 
trends, i.e. social media platforms, celebrity 
endorsements, magazines, televisions or 
friends.  

Most people answered that they didn't 
specifically search out the latest trends 
intentionally, but their surroundings and social 
groups generally had the most impact. Some 
people would browse social media and gain 
inspiration also, but still was most often from 
people within their social circle that they 
admired rather than the often falsely admired 
celebrities. Many people noted that the NGV 
was highly influential of their style as not only 
did they get to view various artworks they also 
get to view the wide range of style that locals 
display in the way they dress.  



 

The presumption that everyone in Melbourne 
wears black was mentioned a few times in our 
interviews. We agree that it can be noticeable, 
it is easy and its comfortable for most, however 
it isn’t a sole uniform for Melbourne. There 
certainly still is a wide variety of Melbournians 
who embrace the simplicity and elegance of an 
all black outfit and they probably will continue 
to do so but as Melbournians embrace and 
welcome diversity and individuality it is 
possible that this will become just one of the 
many trends in Melbourne rather than only 
iconic trend. 

Furthermore, it seems that the growth of style 
and trend is more valid from a setting like a hip 
café or the NGV. Locals prefer to emerge 
themselves into the arts & coffee culture for 
style inspiration rather than looking at blogs 
and Instagram. You won’t find one sole way of 
dressing in Melbourne but what you will find is 
a vast array and celebration of diversity in 
style. Best observed with a coffee in hand and 
art work in sight.  
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INTERVIEWS
SIMONE R 

Do you think Melbourne has a uniform ? 

No - maybe in different suburbs you can 
recognise some but not really melbourne as 
a whole. 

Do you use any platforms to seek trends ? 

I just like to explore on my own, potentially tv 
shows - I’m more interested in older style tv 
shows and movies and like to turn some of 
those outfits into newer trends.  

What do you think is the most stylish part of 
melbourne ? 

Fitzroy.  

Are you trying to portray anything with your 
style ? 

No, I think with a lot of my clothes I like to 
feel empowered, I don't like to use clothing 
to hide myself but more so express my 
confidence and have fun.  

LAURA F 

Do you think Melbourne has a Uniform? 

I think black is what most people would 
think, but I think most people dress quite 
differently. 

Do you identify with any style tribes in 
Melbourne ? 

Yeah I would say more of a North side 
style.What do you look for in a garment, e.g. 
its brand/style/ethically made? 

Probably more style, i tend to buy a lot from 
op shops and commercial shops but 
depends on style. 

Do you look anywhere in particular for trends 
? Like social media, websites, celebrity 
endorsements. 

Probably just what is around me, I dont seek 
trends just what I see on the streets.  

ISABELLA D 

Do you think Melbourne has a particular 
uniform? 

I think its uniform is that we have a lot of 
variety. 

Do you consider yourself someone that follows 
trends or just wear whatever style you like best 
? 

I wear whatever I like. 

What would you consider the most stylish part 
of Melbourne? 

Art culture definitely.  

Annabell S 

Do you think Melbourne has a ‘uniform’? 
Well it is known for wearing black. But I think 
that a lot of Melbournians wear scarves, 
Melbourne is the city of scarves due to our 
climate.  

Do you use any platform to use influence your 
style? Social media/publications/your area/ 
your friends? 
No I don’t use any social media, I am from the 
beach – south Melbourne so I am influenced 
by a lot of shops and smaller stores that are 
around there.I am wearing my comfortable 
shoes today, but usually I would wear shoes 
made by Kuwaii, they make beautiful 
handmade shoes and I drive all the way to the 
Brunswick store for them.  

What do you think is the most stylish part of 
Melbourne? 
Even though I am from South Melbourne, I 
think Fitzroy is the most stylish part of 
Melbourne, lots of diversity.  

Do you think there is a particular ‘look’ at the 
NGV that most visitors wear? 
I think during the week it is occupied by my 
age bracket, 60 plus, so a lot of conservative 
wear and a bit plainer. But on the weekends 
and holidays there is more of a crowd so it is a 
mix.  



JENIS P & LISA M: 

Do you think Melbourne has a ‘uniform’? 
J: No 

Do you use any platform to use influence 
your style? Social media/publications/your 
area/ your friends? 
L: yeah a lot of instagram for me  
J: yeah, social media would be the most, but 
I don’t follow what my friends wear where.  
J: Nah, I’m not 
What do you think is the most stylish part of 
Melbourne? 
L: I’m a bit of everything, I think a bit of 
everything. I just have moods. One day I’ll 
want to be boho, one day I’ll want to be this. 

Do you think there is a particular ‘look’ at the 
NGV that most visitors wear? 
J: I think the NGV is for the tourists 
L: I think it is either really touristy, or artsy 
where people are looking for inspiration 
J: yeah like what we are doing, we’re going 
to the NGV for inspiration. 

GINA S: 

Do you look anywhere in particular for trends 
? Like social media, websites, celebrity 
endorsements. 

Not really, maybe social media a bit but not 
really. 

Do you identify yourself with a particular style 
tribe? 

I don’t neccesarily dress for a specific trend 
or tribe but more so for my own confidence 
and empowerment.  

What’s your opinion on Melbourne’s uniform 
being ‘black’ 

I do own a lot of black clothing, and will wear 
an all black outfit but not for every occasion - 
and sometimes I still feel like wearing crazy 
colours and patterns - definitely dependant on 
the mood and occasion.  

HANNAH: 

Where do you look for trends ? 

Instagram - social media mostly just stalk people 
that I like. 

Do you think your social surroundings affect your 
style ? 

Totally, i live north side which definitely defining 
the way I dress.  

How often do you go out to coffee/brunch? 

Probably once or twice over the weekend!


